The last deed of Pilot Officer John L. Wilson, RAF 183583, fallen

on Sentemher 19th 1944 during the hattle of Arnhem.

P
by

Undersigned, Herman Al Rogll, barn 29 Ngy. 1925 in Brunog, France, having
.‘;'"the Dutch natmnahtg, nowadage 1ivihg in 23 'aha Caeteﬂo 21020 Luvmate
(Ya)- lta]g phene 0332 22?935 dee]aree o - :

That durmg the war he and his famﬂg (mother, 3 brothers and 2 sisters)
lived at’ the Barnehoeve Bakenbergse weg{raad) 2886, in the northern

- periphery of ARNHEM ( see annek; map: bluecoloured'plot ).

Jhat in the mermng “of the third dag af the battle of Afnhem September the
19th, a German antt-atreraft umt took pasition atang the Bakenbergse weg
" dnder the tree's (-4 pteces 20 mm. guns about 30 garde separated fram gach
""“ather facmg West = S/w 3, and atong an- affarest tane perpehchcutar to the
- Bakeribergse weg ( at least one piece 88 mm. gun, ‘facing West - MN/w ), all
ywithin 500 yards of the "Bornshoeve®, closing at the same tlme the street
for any ' traffic { see annex, map: green coloured angle). :
", That-afterwards a German’ mmtarg entered the “Bornshoeve” erdermg un-
~ dersigned and his famﬂg to stag indoors, preferahte in the cellar ‘85 s00n
some heavy’ ehoatmg could be expected ( giving the streng 1mpresemn that

~ they were well informed about the ferthcemmg gvent, preparing a trap b2

That in the afterneen Daketa sC-47 and ' Stirlings parachuted supplies ‘wWest
of the Bakenhergse weg in the open fields/meadows as far s up to-the road
and even aver it, exacttg in front of the German anti-aircraft poe1tmne
thus meeting a concentrated fire ( deafening, in the house of undermgned)

.That & German mmtarg entered durmg the action (thers were mare, who

" walked inand out during the action}, teng undere1gned and famﬂg that a
plane was shot down and a house burmng, the plane haﬂng a very brave
pilot, that he tried to crash on one of the gunbattenes vnth his
" 'piane, but that he just failed. -
.1 hat this ptane 8 Dakata C-47, had cut the treetops mmedtatelg above one
of the 20 mm. gun-positions {at about 5 garde metance from the graund}
crashing mmechatetg behmd the Bakenhergee road ratsmg ftre in & nearbg
 house (see anne¥, map :red spot 1). '

.That according to the "Raoll of Honour” campﬂed hg mr J.A. Heg and published
in 1986, this ptane wae flawn'by Pilot Officer John L. Wilson, W]th Fngt
- Herbert Osborne as co-pilot{of 271 Sgdn, base Down Ampneg)

That undersigned and his brother w. Eric Roell( nowadays living in ‘the
United States, 2732 3dth Sireest N.W. | Waehmgton DC, phone 202-
3I2T[EE23, emptegee at the worldbank)- buried the fallen members of ‘the
crew; two were lying near each other on an open plot of ground about 10
yards ahead of the plane-remnants (thrawn out forward during the crash,
most prabahtg pilot and co- pilot), and & third member alse ahead on the apen
plot, but very near the plane- remnante & fourth person could not be buried,
heing entangled in the planewreck ( a despatcher RASC, aceerdmg to the in-
formation of "Rall of Honour”, still to be identified).




.That another Dakota C-47 was hit during this resupply mission, {flown by
F/Lt Charles R. Slack, of 575 5qdn, base Breadwell), crashing about 1100
‘yards more to the east(see annex,map: red spet 2], ﬂgmg same (7} altttude
.That undersigned, not living anymore .in. the Netherlands, was contacted
after a long search by mr Tiemens in 1982, while investigating the case
of an unknown RASC despatcher, who. on the_ same. day jumped by para-
.chute out of an aeroplane and. was kmed Mpon lapding. near the ' Barnshaeve

. hat unders1gned receiyed a.o. 1nfprmatldn that  the- plane which had

.. trashed -at the, Bakenbergse weg, was the C 4? ﬂpwn by. Dawd S.A, Ldrd

- whowas ppsthumauslg gywarded the, Wr:tprla eress ,

__.‘That th]S information to under51gned was-very. sattsfactprg, mdlcatmg that

. the Jlast actmn of the. pﬂdt -of. the crashed plane apparentlg had heen

. the German mmtarg . :

That after some time. understgned reeewed new mfprmattpn the name of

‘the pilat of the crashed plane at the Bakenpergse weg Was net Lord but

_wilson,. this also confirmed by the fact. that. recently the. weddmgrtng of

- Wilson was found at the.crash-place. and send to the widaw.

Jhat th1s mfprmatmn fttted thh under51gned and h]S brothers pereeptlpn

,.jdurtng the burial.of. (in their ppmmn) the. pilot and co- pilot, one of them

having a {weddinglring which they did not remove, to facilitate the. identi-

fication. by official authprttg after the. war {unfprtunate y the ring was

lost, foralong period).

That 8 tragic confoundation pf persans Was ’reared bg understgned as at

that ttme the crash-place of the plane of. Slack (see annex, map : red pmnt

.2} -was thought to.be the one of Lord. .

_ That it thus. seemed better ta. leave thmgs as theg Were

That however with the publication of. the "Roll, of. Hpnpur understgned

. could take notice of the deeds of. David S.A. Lord, Wh]Ch can not be

~confounded v-nth W1lson David Lords. p]ane havmg crashed 3, =B miles to

_the west (see annex, map : red. point 3). - .

JThat this account is meant for and presented w1th due respect to the Rpga

_ Air Force. Authority for evaluation.. | ‘

, :That this account is. made avaﬂame after an . extreme]g tpng pertpd frpm
the event itself, but alsa that. hard]g -any - possibility extsted for

undersigned tp do earlier untill ren:ewmg the tnfprmattpn of "Roli of

Honaur". -

That . understgned is. qug avaﬂame fpr gwmg further mmrmattpn ar
tartfmatmn in Halland, UK. or Italy.

oI hat members of his family ,who have not been mfprmed by under51gned

about this declaration (also not intended in the future), can be mterwewed
to cross-check the LUHtEﬂtS (at least one family member, hext. to

: underslgned was present during. the statement of the German mi 1targ it

could be more ar all members, but that is quite 1mppss1hle to remember).

W %W 1588



Crashlocations Dakota's, Sept. 15th

1) FZ 626 - PO Wilson, 271 Sqgdn
2) KG 388 - F/Lt Slack, 575 Sqdn
3) KG 374 - FiLt Lord VC, 271 Sqdn
4) KG 428 - P/O Christie,
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